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Manor Road Primary School

    ENGLISH POLICY 
Intent  
This policy describes our practice in the teaching of English: reading, writing, phonics, spelling, grammar, punctuation, handwriting and oracy. It is defined by current national guidance on best practice, in-service training, staff discussion and professional judgement. Our approach to teaching of English is multi-faceted, incorporating oracy, drama, real contexts and high-quality literature. Our priority is to create fluent readers and writers with all the skills and knowledge they need to be confidently literate in life. We want all children to leave Manor Road Primary School with a life-long reading habit and a love of books because reading will improve their vocabulary, inspire them creatively and improve their ability to write well. 
At Manor Road we strive for all children to be able to: 

· Read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct 

· Have an interest in books and read for enjoyment 

· Have an interest in words and their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms 

· Understand a range of text types and genres, and be able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation 

· Be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness 

· Have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses 

 Subject Organisation 

The National Curriculum 2014 forms the basis of teaching and learning from Year 1 to Year 1 and the EYFS curriculum is followed to ensure continuity and progression from the Foundation Stage through to the National Curriculum. 

At Manor Road, the time allocated for English is in line with recommendations for key stages one and two. In addition, it is expected that cross-curricular links will contribute to children’s effective learning in Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing. This is reinforced through our delivery of the curriculum. Children will also benefit from regular story/class novel sessions. 
English is taught through a carefully sequenced, knowledge-rich curriculum that follows Lancashire's Teaching Backwards model. Planning begins with the intended end outcome, ensuring that pupils are explicitly taught the knowledge, skills and vocabulary required to be successful writers, readers, speakers and listeners.
The English curriculum is organised around high-quality core texts, meaningful writing opportunities and carefully planned learning sequences. Teachers identify the final writing outcome before planning backwards to determine the learning journey pupils need to undertake. This approach ensures that pupils are taught the specific grammatical, compositional and transcriptional skills necessary to independently achieve the intended outcome.
Reading
Reading is at the heart of the curriculum and is taught through:

· Daily phonics teaching in EYFS and Key Stage 1.

· Whole-class reading lessons from Year 2 to Year 6.

· High-quality class novels and texts.

· Explicit vocabulary instruction.

· Reading fluency development.

· Comprehension strategy teaching.

· Independent and guided reading opportunities.
Approaches to Reading 

Our aim at Manor Road Primary is to ensure that children develop as effective readers, using the skills they have acquired, in a confident manner and developing a love of reading that they will have throughout their lives.  To do this we aim to teach the children to read accurately, fluently and with understanding, encouraging and developing their responses to the texts they read.  We have a phonics first approach in infants ensuring children have decodable reading books.  We use Bug Club Phonics from EYFS through to Year 2 or if children reach the end of the Phases earlier. From the end of Phase 5, children move onto colour banded books and choose their own books to read into Key Stage 2.  All our home readers are levelled and staff are clear about progression and ensuring children only read decodable books linked to the phonic phase they are on.  

Our aim is to ensure that all children can read by the end of Key Stage One and to encourage a love of reading in the process.

We provide opportunities in class for: 

· Shared reading 

· Library visits  

· Guided reading 

· Independent reading 

· Phonics 

· Wider reading 

Children also hear reading daily in the form of a story or class novel and whole class guided reading sessions. 

Teachers promote and value reading as an enjoyable activity and a life skill. Teachers plan for a range of comprehension strategies that allow pupils to engage with text in a variety of ways to suit different learning styles. 

In shared reading, the teacher models the reading process to the whole class as an expert reader, providing a high level of support. Teaching objectives are pre-planned and sessions are characterised by explicit teaching of specific reading strategies, oral response and collaboration. Texts are rich and challenging, beyond the current reading ability of the majority of the class. 

In whole class guided reading, texts are chosen to match the ability of the children but still provide an element of challenge. Guided reading provides a forum for children to demonstrate what they have learned about reading; the focus for reading is concerned with extending strategies/objectives taught in shared reading. Texts are selected so that children can access them without support. Reading should provide practise and develop personal response to text. Film and imagery are also used during guided reading sessions in order to break down some of the barriers to reading. These barriers may include lack of confidence, motivation and/or ability.  

In Year One and EYFS the children access phonic books in guided reading sessions to consolidate the learning in phonics lessons. Children re- read the same book over a week to build up speed, fluency and understanding. 

Many other opportunities are provided for children to practise and extend reading in other subjects. Children select texts under the guidance of the teacher for independent and home/school reading. Teachers monitor independent reading and discuss progress with individual pupils on a regular basis. Children in both Key Stage One and Key Stage Two visit the school library and choose an additional book that they would like to read independently. These books are monitored by teachers in order to encourage children to access a wider variety of book genres.  

Children in Key Stage One visit the local library at Clayton Brook every three weeks where they get a reading pass to encourage reading for pleasure. 

All teachers are responsible for providing a stimulating reading environment, promoting book ownership and recommending books to pupils.  Classroom and central displays are language rich and special displays should promote authors and books.  Reading at home is regarded as an important part of reading development. 

Parents are encouraged to hear their children read regularly and respond to their child’s reading through home-school reading record books.  These record books also contain activities for the children to respond to what they have read. 

All teachers are responsible for hearing children read regularly depending on need.  Teaching Assistants also hear children read regularly. 

Writing
At Manor Road Primary School, writing is taught using Lancashire's Teaching Backwards approach. This process begins with the intended final outcome and carefully plans the learning journey needed for pupils to achieve success independently. By identifying the end point first, teachers are able to explicitly teach the knowledge, skills, vocabulary and writing techniques required for high-quality outcomes.
Key Principles of Teaching Backwards
· Identify the final writing outcome before planning.

· Use high-quality model texts to exemplify expectations.

· Plan learning sequences that build towards independent writing.

· Explicitly teach vocabulary, grammar and text-specific features.

· Provide opportunities for oral rehearsal and discussion.

· Break down the writing process into manageable steps.

· Support pupils through shared, guided and independent writing.

· Encourage reflection, editing and improvement.
Writing units are organised following this sequence:
Immerse → Analyse → Gather Content → Practise Skills → Plan → Write → Edit → Publish
Each unit includes:

· A high-quality model text.

· Vocabulary development.

· Explicit grammar instruction.

· Sentence-level work.

· Opportunities for oral rehearsal.

· Shared and guided writing.

· Independent application.

· Editing and redrafting.
Differentiation 

Our writing approach is based on whole class direct instruction teaching, however consideration of those pupils who need extra support to complete the writing required is given. Higher attainers are also catered for with the inclusion of ‘Deepening the Moment’. ‘Deepen the Moment’ has been designed to deepen pupils thinking and encourage them to showcase what they know and apply ‘without a model’ into the current writing. 

High expectations 

Children are provided with writing targets regularly. These targets are set by the teacher in line with the National Curriculum but discussed and approved with the children. All children are expected to know their targets and evaluate their own writing in sessions to ensure they are meeting them
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

The National Curriculum gives a clear developmental programme for the introduction and acquisition of knowledge about spelling, grammar and punctuation.  We encourage pupils to become confident spellers by teaching them a range of strategies, rules and conventions systematically and explicitly.  Spellings are set at an appropriate level for the child and build on what they already know and can apply. 

Spelling within Reception and Year 1 is linked to the children’s phonic programme, Bug Club Phonics. The primary skills for Reading and Spelling, which ‘Bug Club Phonics’ highlight, are blending and segmenting.  These skills are integral throughout the phases. 

Grammar is concerned with the way in which sentences are used in spoken language, in reading and in writing. Sentences are the construct that help give words their sense.  The purpose of grammar teaching is to enable children to become conscious of patterns of language that they can apply in their own work to enhance meaning. 

The purpose of punctuation is to clarify the meaning of texts.  Readers use punctuation to help make sense of written texts while writers use punctuation to help communicate intended meaning to the reader. 

Spelling
Spelling is taught progressively through:

· Phonics in EYFS and KS1.

· National Curriculum spelling patterns and rules using Ready, Steady, Spell.

· Common exception words.

· Statutory word lists.

· Morphology and etymology in KS2.

· Weekly spelling investigations and practice.
Grammar and Punctuation
Grammar is taught both discretely and within writing lessons to ensure pupils understand how language choices influence meaning. We use Vocabulary Ninja to pre-teach. 
Key areas include:

· Sentence construction

· Word classes

· Tense

· Punctuation

· Clauses and phrases

· Cohesion

· Formal and informal language
Handwriting
Handwriting is taught using the Letter-join programme from Reception to Year 6. Pupils develop correct letter formation, joining, fluency and presentation through discrete teaching and application across the curriculum.
Speaking and Listening
Opportunities for oracy are embedded throughout the curriculum. Pupils are taught to:

· Listen attentively.

· Express ideas clearly.

· Use ambitious vocabulary.

· Participate in discussion.

· Present information confidently.

· Adapt language for different audiences and purposes.
Organisation of Oracy Teaching
At Manor Road Primary School, oracy is embedded throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage through daily opportunities for meaningful talk across all areas of learning. Children learn within language-rich environments that encourage curiosity, discussion and exploration, while adults consistently model ambitious vocabulary, sentence structures and effective conversation skills. 
High-quality interactions during continuous provision support children's communication development, alongside carefully planned opportunities for storytelling, role play and imaginative play. Structured talk activities, including partner discussions and small-group conversations, help children learn to express their ideas clearly and listen respectfully to others. Songs, rhymes, poems and repeated story experiences further develop language acquisition and communication skills. 
Adults use purposeful questioning to extend children's thinking, deepen understanding and introduce new vocabulary. Children are encouraged to explain, predict, describe and justify their ideas, building confidence and independence as communicators. 
Throughout all learning experiences, ambitious vocabulary linked to topics, texts and real-life experiences is explicitly taught and revisited, enabling children to develop a broad and rich vocabulary that supports future learning. 
Impact
By the end of Year 6, pupils will:

· Read fluently and with understanding.

· Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences.

· Apply grammar, spelling and punctuation accurately.

· Communicate confidently through speaking and listening.

· Demonstrate independence, resilience and enjoyment as readers and writers.

· Be fully prepared for the next stage of their education.

work under the guidance of the teacher with small groups of children or individuals. 

Differentiation 
Our writing approach is based on whole class teaching, however consideration of those pupils who need extra support to complete the writing required is given. Higher attainers are also catered for with the inclusion of ‘Challenges’. Children are encouraged and challenged to deeper thinking.  

High expectations 
Children are provided with writing targets regularly. These targets are set by the teacher in line with the National Curriculum but discussed and approved with the children. All children are expected to know their targets and evaluate their own writing in sessions to ensure they are meeting them. 

Phonics 

Daily Phonics sessions take place in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 classrooms and support rooms. For children who are struggling, daily booster sessions are carried out in order to provide additional support. The children are taught in whole class sessions.  This is to ensure high quality daily phonics sessions for ALL children and those who require more support have precision teaching, boosters and various interventions. These children are tracked on the Bug Club Phonics tracker.  Some SEN children from Years 3 and 4 also have precision teaching to catch up on learning as well as small group guided reading sessions. At the end of Year 1, children have their phonics screening test.  For any children who do not meet the expected standard, intervention is put in place in Year 2. The children are retested at the end of Year 2.  

The use of computers/technology 

Opportunities to use computers and technology to support teaching and learning in English will be planned for and used as appropriate. 

Assessment and Target Setting 
Work will be assessed in line with the Assessment Policy. 

Inclusion 

We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in English according to their individual abilities.  We will identify which children or groups of children are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment.  
More Able children will be identified and suitable learning challenges provided.  
All children receive quality first English teaching on a daily basis and activities are differentiated accordingly.  In addition, where identified children are considered to require targeted support to enable them to work towards age appropriate objectives, intervention programmes will be implemented.  Teachers and teaching assistants plan programmes together and monitor progress of these children.  
There will be a third wave of support for children who are placed on the Special Educational Needs Register that will be additional and different.  Children that are more able are planned for in line with our Able, Gifted and Talented Policy.  The needs of children with English as an additional language will be met through planning and support where appropriate.  This is supported by our Equal Opportunities Policy. 

Equal Opportunities 

All children are provided with equal access to the English curriculum.  We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity of home background. 

Role of the Subject Leader 

The Subject Leader should be responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in English through: 

Monitoring and evaluating English: 

· Pupil progress 

· Provision of English, including intervention and support programmes 

· The quality of the learning environment 

· The deployment and provision of support staff 

· Taking the lead in policy development 

· Auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD 

· Purchasing and organising resources 

· Keeping up to date with recent English developments 
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