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Past and Present ELG Key Learning Linked to Past and Present Past and Present -  Historical Development 

• Talk about the lives of the people around them 
and their roles in society. 

• Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read 
in class. 

• Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 
 

Communication: 
Talk about key events, in own lives, about family, friends, other 
people including significant people.  
Talk about key roles people have in society both in the present 
and the past. 
Observe: 
Show an interest in significant events and experiences in the 
lives of others, including friends and family members, and 
through books. 
 

Describe: 
Describe features of objects, people, places at different times, make 
comparisons.  
Talk about what is the same and what is different. 
Research: 
Find out about, people, places, events, objects, ask questions, use 
different sources to find the answers, including books. 
Recall: 
Talk to others about what they know about a key person, character, event 
from the past. 
 

 Chronology: 
order simple experiences in relation to 
themselves, and others including stories, 
events, and experiences.  
Vocabulary: 
Use the language of time when talking about 
past/present events in their own lives and in 
the lives of others including people they have 
learnt about through books. 
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KS1 KS2 

• Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the 
wider world 

• Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of 
mankind 

• Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

• Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and 
create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

• Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

• Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and 
social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Pupils should be taught about 

• changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be 
used to reveal aspects of change in national life 

• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 
globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane 
flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries] 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements. Some should be used to 
compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, Queen 
Victoria, and Helen Sharman, Tim Peake, Mary Seacole and/or 
Florence Nightingale] 

• significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Pupils should be taught about: 

• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 
• a local history study 
• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient 

Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China  

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world  

• a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 
Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.  
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Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Significant individuals: 
Florence Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole, Queen Victoria, 
Queen Elizabeth II 
 
Events beyond living 
memory: 
The Great Fire of London 
WW1 & Remembrance Day 
 

Significant local events, people 
and places: Old Kem Mill, the Sue 
Ryder Home, the Pines Hotel. 
 
Significant individual: UK space 
history: Tim Peake & Helen Sharman 
 
Events beyond living memory: 
Victorian seaside holidays 

The Stone Age: 
Mesolithic hunter-gatherers and 
Neolithic farmers 
 
Iron Age: Life in the Iron Age 
 
Roman Britain: The Roman invasion of 
Britain and its impact 
 

A study of an aspect of British 
history: 
The Great Plague and Fire of London 
 
The achievements of the earliest 
civilizations: Ancient Egypt 
 
A local history study 
Local architecture 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life 

and achievements and their influence on 

the western world 

 
Non-European society: Mayan 
Civilisation 
 
Local history 
 

A study of an aspect or theme in 
British history: World War 2 
 
Britain’s settlement by the Anglo-
Saxons 
 
Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
for the Kingdom of England to the 
time of Edward the Confessor 
 
A local history study-  
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KS1 N.C. Content KS2 N.C. Content 

• Develop an awareness of the past, using common words and 
phrases relating to the passing of time. 

• Know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework and identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different periods. 

• Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 

• Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study. 

• Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Recognise the distinction 
between past and present. 

Order and sequence some 
familiar events and objects. 

Identify some similarities and 
differences between ways of 
life at different times. 

Use some terms about the 
passing of time correctly. 

Order and sequence events and 
objects. 

Recognise that their own lives are 
similar and / or different from the 
lives of people in the past. 

Use common words and phrases 
concerned with the passing of time 
correctly.  

Understand where the time studied fits 
on a time line.  

Demonstrate awareness that the past 
can be divided into different periods of 
time. 

Use some dates and historical terms 
when ordering events and objects. 

Sequence several events or artefacts. 

Explore trends and changes over time. 

Use dates and historical terms when 
ordering events and objects.  

Identify where people and events fit 
into a chronological framework.  

Explore links and contrasts within and 
across different periods of time.  

Use terms related to the period and 
begin to date events.  

Understand more complex terms e.g. 
BC/AD. 

Know and sequence key events of time 
studied.  

Use relevant terms and period labels.  

Make comparisons between different 
times in the past.  

Use dates and appropriate historical 
terms to sequence events and periods 
of time.  

Identify where people, places and 
periods of time fit into a chronological 
framework.  

Describe links and contrasts within and 
across different periods of time including 
short-term and long-term time scales. 

 

Use dates and a wide range of 
historical terms when sequencing 
events and periods of time. 

Develop chronologically secure 
knowledge of the events and periods 
of time studied.  

Analyse links and contrasts within and 
across different periods of time 
including short-term and long-term 
time scales. 
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KS1 N.C. Content KS2 N.C. Content 

• know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework and identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different periods. 

• ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of 
events.  

• Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.. 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Recognise the difference 
between the past and present 
in their own and others’ lives. 

Know and recount episodes 
from stories about the past.  

Recognise why people did things, 
why events happened and what 
happened as a result. 

Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life at different 
times. 

Compare periods studied with our life 
today. 

Identify reasons for and results of 
people's actions. 

Understand why people may have 
wanted to do something. 

Identify key features and significant 
events of time studied. 

Look for links and effects in time 
studied. 

Offer a reasonable explanation for 
some events.   

Examine causes and results of 
significant events and the impact on 
people. 

Compare life in early and late 'times' 
studied. 

Compare an aspect of life with the same 
aspect in another period.  

Compare beliefs and behaviour with 
another time studied. 

Understand continuity and change.  

Write another explanation of a past 
event in terms of cause and effect 
using evidence to support and 
illustrate their explanation. 

Know key dates, characters and 
events of time studied. 
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• use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 

• ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of 
events 

• understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and 
identify different ways in which it is represented. 

 

• construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. 

• understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Make simple observations 
about different people, events, 
beliefs and communities. 

Distinguish between fact and 
fiction. 

Compare adults talking about 
the past – how reliable are 
their memories? 

Compare two versions of a past 
event. 

Compare pictures or photographs of 
people or events in the past. 

Discuss reliability of photographs / 
accounts / stories. Recognise some 
basic reasons why people in the past 
acted as they did. 

 

 

 

Identify and give reasons for different 
ways in which the past is represented. 

Distinguish between different sources – 
compare different versions of the same 
story. 

Look at representations of the period – 
museum, cartoons etc. 

Recognise that our knowledge of the 
past is constructed from different 
sources of evidence. 

Recognise that different versions of past 
events may exist. 

Describe some of the ways the past can 
be represented. 

 

Look at the evidence available. 

Recognise how sources of evidence 
are used to make historical claims. 

Begin to evaluate the usefulness of 
different sources. 

Use text books and historical 
knowledge   

 

.  

 

Compare accounts of events from 
different sources – fact or fiction. 

Offer some reasons for different 
versions of events. 

Evaluate sources and make simple 
inferences.  

Link sources and work out how 
conclusions were arrived at. 

Consider ways of checking the 
accuracy of interpretations – fact or 
fiction and opinion. 

Be aware that different evidence will 
lead to different conclusions. 

Give some reasons for contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the 
past. 

Recognise that some events, people 
and changes are judged as more 
significant than others. 
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Find answers to simple 
questions about the past from 
sources of information e.g. 
artefacts. 

Use sources to answer simple 
questions about the past. 

Choose parts of stories and 
other sources to show what 
they know about the past. 

Identify some of the basic 
ways in which the past can be 
represented. 

Use different sources to answer 
questions about the past on the basis 
of simple observations. 

Ask and answer simple questions 
about the past through observing and 
handling a range of sources. 

Consider why things may change 
over time. 

Choose parts of stories and other 
sources to show what they know 
about significant people and events. 

 

Use a range of sources to find out about 
a period. 

Observe small details – artefacts, 
pictures. 

Select and record information relevant to 
the study. 

Begin to use books and the internet for 
research. 

Use sources to answer historically valid 
questions. 

 

 

 

Use evidence to build up a picture of a 
past event. 

Choose relevant material to present a 
picture of one aspect of life in time 
past. 

Ask a variety of questions. 

Use books and the internet for 
research. 

Use sources to address historically 
valid questions and hypotheses. 

Recognise why some events 
happened and what happened as a 
result. 

Identify historically significant people 
and events in different situations 

Begin to identify primary and secondary 
sources. 

Use evidence to build up a picture of a 
past event. 

Select relevant sections of information. 

Use books and the internet for research 
with increasing confidence. 

Use a wider range of sources as a basis 
for research to answer questions and to 
test hypotheses.  

Recognise how our knowledge of the 
past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

Choose relevant sources of evidence to 
support particular lines of enquiry. 

Recognise primary and secondary 
sources. 

Use a range of sources to find out 
about an aspect of time past. 

Suggest omissions and the means of 
finding out. 

Bring knowledge gathered from 
several sources together to form 
contrasting arguments. 

Confidently use books and the internet 
for research. 

Regularly address and sometimes 
devise historically valid questions and 
hypotheses.  

Describe the impact of historical 
events and changes. 
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KS1 N.C. Content KS2 N.C. Content 

• use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 

• ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of 
events 

• note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

• regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 

• construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Describe special or significant 
events. 

Retell simple stories or events 
from the past. 

Use simple historical terms. 

Communicate their knowledge 
through: discussion, drawing 
pictures, drama / role-play, 
making models, writing, use of 
computing. 

Talk about what / who was significant 
in simple historical accounts. 

Demonstrate simple historical 
concepts and events through role-
play, drawing and writing. 

Use a variety of historical terms and 
concepts. 

Communicate their knowledge 
through: discussion, drawing 
pictures, drama / role-play, making 
models, writing, use of computing. 

Discuss some historical events, issues 
connections and changes.  

Select and organise historical 
information to present in a range of 
ways. 

Use relevant historical terms and 
vocabulary linked to chronology.  

Communicate their knowledge through: 
discussion / debate, drawing pictures, 
drama / role-play, making models, 
writing, use of computing. 

Discuss significant aspects of, and 
connections between, different 
historical events. 

Select and organise relevant historical 
information to present in a range of 
ways. 

Use relevant and appropriate historical 
terms and vocabulary linked to 
chronology. 

Recall, select and organise historical 
information. 

Communicate their knowledge and 
understanding through: discussion / 
debate, drawing pictures, drama / role-
play, making models, writing, use of 
computing. 

Discuss and debate historical issues. 

Use appropriate vocabulary when 
discussing and describing historical 
events. 

Construct responses to historical 
questions and hypotheses that involve 
selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information including dates 
and terms. 

Choose relevant ways to communicate 
historical findings. 

Recall, select and organise historical 
information. 

Communicate their knowledge and 
understanding through: discussion / 
debate, drawing pictures, drama / role-
play, making models, writing, use of 
computing. 

Acknowledge contrasting evidence 
and opinions when discussing and 
debating historical issues.  

Use appropriate vocabulary when 
discussing, describing and explaining 
historical events. 

Construct informed responses to 
historical questions and hypotheses 
that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical 
information including appropriate dates 
and terms. 

Choose the most appropriate way of 
communicating different historical 
findings. 

Select and organise information to 
produce structured work, making 
appropriate use of dates and terms.  

Communicate their knowledge and 
understanding through: discussion / 
debate, drawing pictures, drama / role-
play, making models, writing, use of 
computing. 
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history 
long ago 
past 
present 
future 
now/then 
remember 
memories 
fact 
opinion 
 

artefact 
timeline 
chronological 
order 
century 
living memory 
source 
interpret 
enquire 
enquiry 

impact 
research 
evidence 
experts 
significant 
recent 
lifetime 
museum 
archaeologist 

past/present 
old/new 
similarities 
differences 
timeline 
chronological 
historical sources 
living memory 
social history 
 
 

era/period 
BCE (Before Common Era) 
CE (Common Era) 
BC (Before Christ) 
AD (Anno Domini) 
archaeologists / archaeology 
pre-history 
bias 
infer 
excavate 
empire  
legacy 
tribe 
kingdom 
settlement 

ancient 
impact 
effects 
consequences 
change 
continuity 
cause / causation 
inference 
suggest 
conclusion 
legacy 
civilization 
nation 
empire 

primary source/evidence  
secondary source/evidence 
reliable 
extent of change 
extent of continuity 
evaluate 
reliable 
eye-witness 
monarchy 
chronology 
empire 
city 
country 
state 
democracy/ democratic 

legacy 
ambiguous 
consequences 
omission 
decade 
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The Great Fire 
of London 
city 
Pudding Lane 
Samuel Pepys 
diary 
Thomas Farriner 
Stuart 
Charles !! 
thatch 
wattle & daub 
water squirt 

Florence 
Nightingale 
Crimean war 
Turkey 
charity 
Scutari Hospital 
The lady with 
the lamp 
soldiers  
patients 
uniform injured  
wounded  
disease 
Mary Seacole 

Victorians 
pier 
working class 
penny lick 
bathing 
machine 
excursion 

space 
astronaut 
moon 
timeline 
Helen Sharman 
Mir Space Station 
Project Juno 
ESA 
ISS 
Tim Peake 
Britain/British, 
Europe/European 
Frank de Winne 
diary 
news 

stone age 
Mesolithic 
Neolithic 
hunter gatherer 
nomadic 
flint 
farming 
cave painting 
tools 
Stonehenge 
 
 

iron age 
Britons 
round house 
wattle & daub 
thatch 
hill fort 
tribe 
Iceni 
Boudicca 
battle 
warrior 
chariot 
Romans 
Suetonius 
Invasion 
conquer 
Latin 
Tacitus 
(Roman place 
names) 
 
 

poisonous air 
red cross 
plague 
infects 
spread 
disease 
Europe 
London 
plague doctors 
beak mask 
pollution 
cure 
 
 
 
 

civilization 
communities 
states 
nations 
empires 
achievements 
hieroglyphs 
ritual 
pyramid 
 
 
 

Maya 
civilization 
Mesoamerica, 
sacrifice 
worship 
blood-letting 
ritual 
Xibalba 
Upperworld 
Base 10/20 
Vigesimal 
number system 
cacao 
maize 
anagram 
inventory  
Lithography 
camera lucida 
John Lloyd 
Stephens 
Frederick 
Catherwood 
Copa 
Chichen 
Itza 
Palenquie 
Interpretation 
hieroglyphs 
syllabogram, 
logogram 
codex/codices 

country 
state 
city 
democracy 
democratic 
ancient/modern 
politics, 
Ruling/ruler, 
Dikasteria 
Boule 
Ekklesia 
Polis 
Metic 
Sparta 
Troy/Trojan 
names of 
Olympic events 
Pankration 
City states 
Marathon 
Sparta(n), 
Athens(ian), 
Persia(n) 
battle formation 
Geece/Greek  
hoplite 
defensive 
strategy 
retreat 
names of gods & 
mythological 
creatures 
myth 
legend 
  

Anglo Saxon 
Alfred the 
Great 
Edward the 
Confessor 
kingdom 
settlement 
Resistance 
Athelstan 

Vikings 
raids 
invasion 
Danegeld 
Danelaw 
norse 
longship 
Norway, 
Scandinavia 
pagan 
paganism 
Woden 
Frigg 
Thunor 
Tiw 
runes 
thane 
noblema, 
Lindisfarne 

World War II   
Nazi 
Neville Chamberlain  
Winston Churchill 
Adolf Hitler 
invade/ occupy 
surrender 
Munich Agreement 
Allies 
Axis Powers 
evacuation billeting 
officer  
gas mask 
identity card 
ration book /rationing 
Dig for Victory 
Lord Woolton 
munitions factory 
W’s Land Army,  
W’s Voluntary Service 
(WVS)  
W’s Auxiliary Air Force 
(WAAF) 
W’s Royal Navy 
Service (WRNS) 
Auxiliary Territorial 
Service (ATS) 
Holocaust / genocide 
antisemitism 
prejudice 
Jewish 
Battle of France 
Battle of Britain 
The Blitz 
Dunkirk 
Pearl Harbour 
Dambusters’ Raid 
Battle of the Bulge  
D-Day, VE Day 
atomic bomb 

Queen Victoria 
Victorian 
Elizabeth II 
Winsor 
 

 

  

        

 


