


o To record children’s learning through each stage of a process 

(the “learning journey”)

o To record the “iterative process” as design problems are solved

thought  action  further thought  action…

o To track developments in children’s ideas and conceptual 

understanding

o To promote learning through practical group work, discussion, 

questioning and investigating



The contributions from all children would be kept in one class book. 

The work would show each stage of a project.

o Identifying a need

o Evaluating existing products

o Exploring how products are 
used in the wider world

o Research: inventors, ground-
breaking inventions,  
questionnaires & interviews

o The design process: user, 
purpose, how will it work?

o Ongoing evaluation 

o Selecting and using tools 
appropriately

Because the work is kept in one 

book, it is easier to refer back and 

track the learning journey with the 

children. The emphasis is on 

practical investigation, evaluation, 

group work and discussion.



There should be evidence from all stages of the process. 

Comments 
and 
ideas

Questions & 

hypotheses
photographs

Evidence 

of  research

Mock-ups 

and 

templates 

(including 

mistakes!)

Exploded 

diagrams 

with 

explanations

Design criteria

Ideas
boards

Annotated 
pictures, 
drawings & 
diagrams



What do you know about car carriers?





Design Criteria



Investigating Different Ways of Joining



Investigating Different Ways of Joining



Which joint should we use?



Designing: choosing materials & methods



Evaluating



Evaluating








