
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years 
Foundation Stage 

 

Early Years “Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they 

learn to explore, relate to others, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by  

leading their own play, and by taking part in play which is guided by adults”. 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021 

 

Manor Road Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum Statement 

 

Intent: 

At Manor Road we believe that the Early Years Foundation Stage is crucial in securing 

solid foundations that children are going to continue to build upon. 

It is our intent that all children who enter the EYFS at Manor Road develop physically, 

verbally, cognitively and emotionally. We aim for all children to develop a positive 
attitude to school and a love of learning.  We believe that all children deserve to be 
valued as an individual and we are passionate in allowing all children to achieve their 
full, unique potential. 

We begin each year by looking at the individual needs and interests of our children. We 
carefully develop our flexible EYFS curriculum which engages parents and children on 

our learning journey together.  Our curriculum is planned to match the unique needs 
and stages of development for all, through a range of topics with children’s interests at 
the heart of it. 

 

In Pre-School, our curriculum focuses strongly on the three Prime Areas of learning. 
These three areas are: 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical Development; and 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development. 

The prime areas of learning reflect the key skills such as sharing resources and using 
tools that all children need to develop and learn effectively in order for successful 
learning in the other four specific areas. 

As children move into Reception and grow in confidence and ability within the three 



prime areas, the balance changes towards a more equal focus on all prime and specific 

areas of learning. The four specific areas of learning are: 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the World; and 

• Expressive Arts and Design. 

At Manor Road, we help children set and reflect on their own goals by setting high 
expectations and developing a love of reading, writing and number. This is delivered 
through a holistic curriculum which maximises opportunities for meaningful cross-
curricular links and learning experiences. Throughout their time in Reception, and as 
their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more activities led by 
adults, and applying their knowledge and understanding to complete tasks 

independently in order to help prepare children for the challenges in Key Stage One and 
beyond. 

 

 

Implementation: 

Children follow the EYFS Curriculum, which has seven main areas of learning. 

The Prime Areas: 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical Development 

  

The Specific Areas: 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design 

  

The teaching of these areas of learning is practical with support and challenge being 

given from adults in the setting. Teaching is delivered through a mixture of whole class 
sessions, small group sessions, adult-led sessions and independent learning through the 

creative continuous provision. Learning outside is encouraged ‘whatever the weather’ 
and the Characteristics of Effective Learning are at the heart of all learning, with 

children using colours to identify how they learn. 

Within our EYFS Curriculum, children are assessed continuously through accurate and 
informative observations. These provide staff with information for future planning and 
personalised next steps. 

 

At Manor Road Primary School, we believe that there are always opportunities for 
teaching. Whilst we do not always know where or when these opportunities will present 
themselves, it is the skill of our adults that enable them to readily recognise ‘teachable 
moments’ when they arise and how to respond to them appropriately. It is however, 
just as important to know when intervening could hinder children’s 

  

 

 



learning. Facilitating high quality interactions whilst children explore their provision will 

enable them to develop their language and ideas, to think critically, problem solve and 
reflect upon their achievements. 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Framework consists of four overarching and guiding 
principles that shape education and practice in the early years. 

1. Unique Child – Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 

capable, 

confident and self-assured. 

2. Positive Relationships – Children learn to be strong and independent through positive 
relationships. 

3. Enabling Environments – Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with 

teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and 
help them to build their learning over time. 

4. Learning and Development – Children develop and learn at different rates. The framework 
covers the education and care of all children in early year’s provision, including children 

with special educational needs and disabilities. 

Children at our setting benefit from meaningful learning across the curriculum as staff 

plan for opportunities for communication, sustained shared thinking and physical 
challenge to build on existing skills, taking into account the Characteristics of Effective 
Learning. The Characteristics of Effective Learning describe behaviours children use in 
order to learn. To learn well, children must approach opportunities with curiosity, energy 
and enthusiasm. Effective learning must be meaningful to a child, so that they are able 
to use what they have learned and apply it in new situations. These abilities and 

attitudes of strong learners will support them to learn well and make good progress in 
all areas of Learning and Development. 
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Throughout the day, children learn through a balance of child-initiated and adult-
directed activities. Our daily timetable is carefully structured so that children have 

access to outstanding teaching in English, Maths, Phonics and an additional area of 
learning. These sessions are then followed on with group activities, working directly with 
a member of staff to focus on their individual targets. This focused group time ensures 

teachers can systematically check children’s understanding, identify and respond to 
misconceptions and provide verbal feedback which results in a strong impact on the 
acquisition of new learning. 

 

 

 

Impact: 

The EYFS Curriculum at Manor Road will encourage lifelong learning. From their different 

starting points, all children will make excellent progress academically, emotionally, 



 

creatively, socially and physically. 

Children will have strong communication skills and will have the confidence to speak to 
others about their needs and wants, whilst being able to listen to the views of others. 

Knowledge, understanding and skills will be secured and embedded so that children 
attain highly and are fully prepared for Key Stage One.  At Manor Road Primary School, 
children experience a smooth transition between Pre-School, Reception and beyond. 
Effective communication and collaboration between Early Years and Key Stage One staff 

ensures that children leave reception with a solid foundation of learning of which to build 
upon. 

 

 

 
  

 



 

 
 

Pre-Nursery Communication and Language 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

Listening, Attention & Understanding Speaking 

 

 
 

  



 

 
 

Pre-School Communication and Language 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 

  



 

 

 
 

Reception Communication and Language 

 

  



 

 
 

 

Pre-Nursery Physical Development 
 

  



 

 
 

Pre-School Physical Development  

  



 

 

Reception Physical Development 

 
 

  



 

 
 

Pre-Nursery Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
  



 

 
 

 

Pre-School Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 
  



 

Reception Personal, Social and Emotional Development 



 

Pre-Nursery Mathematics 

 

 
 



 

 

Pre-School Mathematics 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Reception Mathematics 

 
 
 

 

Gross Motor Skills Fine Motor Skills 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Self- Regulation Building Relationships Managing Self 

 
 

Pattern Shape, Space and Measure 

 

Number and Numerical Pattern Shape, Space and Measure 

 

 

 
Number and Numerical Pattern Shape, Space and Measure 

 
 

  



 

 
 

Pre-Nursery Literacy 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Pre-School Literacy 

 

 
  



 

Reception Literacy 

 

 
  



 

Pre-Nursery Understanding the World  
 

Comprehension Writing 

 
 

 

  



 

 

Pre-School Understanding the World 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

Reception Understanding the World 
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The Natural World 

 
 

 
The Natural World 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Pre-Nursery Expressive Arts and Design  

 

 
 



 

 
 

Pre-School Expressive Arts and Design   



 

 
 
 

Reception Expressive Arts and De



 

 


